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As Fall is upon 

us and we                   

prepare for the 

celebration of 

Thanksgiving. I   

remember some of the things I miss about the north country.  

Believe me, it’s not the snow or the cold.   However, there are 

three things that do instantly fill my senses with a yearning for 

their presence. 

 

1. The burning of autumn leaves with the teasing of one’s        

       sense of smell as smoke wafts in the air. 

2. The dynamic, glorious colors of the season leaves before             

        the fall that dance before the eyes with delight. 

3.    The distant sound of a flock of Canadian geese in a careful  

       “V”, winging their way south as they honk, calling to one              

       another and to me as I listen longingly. 

 

I came across an article by Kent Groethe entitled “Honking in 

the Sky” in the latest edition of Connections magazine.  I 

would share it with you. 

 

I hear honking in the sky,                                

A flock of geese fly overhead,                                               

confirming the cold air’s suspicions                            

that winter hides behind today’s naked bushes,                      

ready to pounce upon our beautiful fall and bury us in snow 

and ice. 

 

I hear honking in the sky,                                 

I look up to see long-necked birds,                                               

arranged in a vee, heading south                                                         

where freezing weather is no threat                                                                      

to life or limb and food grows on endlessly. 

 

I hear honking in the sky,                   

It is an irritating sound that gets on my nerves,                       

reminding me of the fact that we are only passing through                     

ourselves; that everything here is temporal and finite;              

that things in this world die and fail us. 

 

I hear honking in the sky,                    

I do not want to listen,                

but instead wish to ignore the reality              

that this place does not hold all that my soul longs for;          

that it is unable to meet my deepest needs,             

and that I need to fly to another land to be wholly satisfied. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s birth, we remember that 

we are preparing for a better place that His coming made               

possible.  The geese know and so do we believers...Pastor Lee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, December 6th, at 7:00PM, we start our midweek worship for the Advent season.  This year our 

Advent celebrations will focus on the Gospels.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, each of the four Evangelists tells what 

we call “the Christmas story” from a different perspective.  The series entitled “Advent Beginnings” will consider 

each of them for the special message they proclaim. 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 7:00PM 

Mark tells us nothing of Jesus’ infancy, but relates our Lord’s coming to God’s ancient prophecies: God has a 

Plan.  The prophetic watchword is “prepare!”  —  And Mark’s whirlwind telling of Christ’s coming, that  almost 

becomes an urgent question, “Are you ready for this?”  —  a traditional Advent theme. 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017 at 7:00PM 

Matthew traces Jesus’ ancestry all the way from Abraham through David and the Babylonian captivity  —  God’s 

chosen family  —  to Joseph, very much a “family man” in the Evangelist’s meticulous analysis of the fulfillment 

of God’s prophetic plan.  Advent is a time for “the obedience of faith.” 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at 7:00PM 

Luke offers what he calls “an orderly account” to teach us that God’s plan is real, introducing us to such familiar 

participants as Zechariah and Elizabeth, the virgin Mary, the angel Gabriel, the Bethlehem shepherds, Anna and 

Simeon. 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 at 9:30AM 

While it is Christmas Eve on the 24th, it is still very much the Advent season and we conclude our Advent  series 

with the gospel of John.  He proclaims the coming of Christ from a cosmic point of view: creation itself and “the 

Word by whom all things were made”  —  beginning with Light, now revealed in the Word-become-flesh, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

Get ready for the celebration of Christmas by becoming a part of our Advent preparation. 



 

 

You are invited to join us for our Christmas Eve worship celebrations.  Since we gather together on Sunday this year, 

our Family Nativity Celebration will be at 3:00PM in the CFC.  Once again, we encounter the much beloved text of 

Luke as the story of Christ’s birth unfolds. 

The service will celebrate Holy Communion and close with the Candle-lighting litany.  Bring the whole family to             

welcome the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Then, at 10:00PM in the sanctuary, we gather for worship around the gospel of John as God’s Word is made flesh to 

dwell among us as Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior.  As the glow of the Christ-child bathes us in His light, we 

add the warmth of candles lit in the candle-lighting service. 

Join us for worship, for prayer, for the Lord’s table, and for love during this special worship opportunity. 

It has become a tradition at St. Paul that the first worship celebration following Christmas worship is the service of 

Lessons and Carols.  You are invited to come to our 9:30 AM worship in the sanctuary to sing our familiar and loved 

carols as the Word of God reveals the full extent of His love on the last day of 2017. 

Remember!  One service at 9:30AM on Sunday, December 31st.  It’s a wonderful way to get ourselves ready for the 

new year. 

On each of the these Sundays in December: Sunday, December 17, 

Sunday, December 24 and Sunday, December 31, we will have 

ONE  worship service at 9:30am. On Sunday morning, December 17, 

it is our Sunday School Christmas Program—“Hear the Bells Ring”.            

This  service will in the CFC. On Sunday morning, December 24, it will 

be the 4th Sunday in Advent Service in the Sanctuary. On Sunday  

morning, December 31, it will be a service of “Lessons and Carols” also 

in the Sanctuary.  Please mark your calendars for the different service                   

times for these dates and make plans to attend each of these                                         

worship celebrations.  



 

 

Disciples of St. Paul, 
 
As the end of the year draws near there are many activities and considerations that occur. Most are enjoyable times we look 
forward to with family and friends, and I hope that everyone has a wonderful holiday season. Then there are also other                 
considerations that are not as pleasant. One of these is in the area of finances. Yes, of course some look ahead to tax time, but 
I prefer to wait for that one. For our church it's not only budget time for the next year, but also we look at this year in terms of 
income and expenses. You may have noticed that those numbers have been in the bulletin each month to keep you informed. 
At this time it appears we will have a deficit of approximately $16,000 at the end of this year. While that's bad news, we are 
fortunate that it's offset by a surplus from previous years. Obviously, we cannot continue this trend for long. I am not telling 
everyone that they need to increase giving by any certain percent, but I will ask you to consider the following. The projected 
2017 deficit when broken down could have been covered by an increase of only 38 cents per week per voting member of our 
congregation. That is literally pocket change. Our current budget is very lean and addresses only those items that we have 
agreed are necessary. We are a giving congregation and a giving church, but if we truly desire to grow, we must be able to 
continue to provide effective programs and have a strong staff. We recently made plans for improved facilities to accomodate 
our current needs and growth. For those plans to be realized, we must strengthen our financial position in the near term in 
order to grow in the long term. Let's get excited about making St. Paul Lutheran Church not only a wonderful church for us, 
but also one that will attract others to join us as we continue: “Loving God, Loving Others, & Serving All”. 
 
We also welcome to the church council, our 3 newly elected members; Vince Freiburger, 
Greg Snell and Dick Weitzel. Their terms to council will officially begin at the end of our annual 
meeting in January. I look forward to working with you in the coming years. 
 
In Christ, 
Russ Griffith 
Church Council President 

Living Christmas—The Life of Christ  
Time is quickly approaching for our annual St. Paul Living Christmas drive-thru;                  

Saturday, December 9th from 6:30 - 9:00pm. This year we will have 6 live scenes to 

portray the life of Christ. The scenes include: Mary and the Angel-Gabriel, The Manger 

with shepherds and kings, Rabbi & Jesus as a Boy, Jesus walking on water, The                     

Crucifixion, and Jesus & Mary at the tomb. Slots are still available so if you haven't 

signed up, please prayerfully consider doing so. It takes many people to fill all the time 

slots and make the evening a success.  

We have flyers advertising Living Christmas available for pickup on Sunday and in the 

church office so you can share them with friends and neighbors to help spread the word 

about this awesome event. 

And we are still looking for a donkey and a camel. If you know of someone that might 

lend a donkey or a camel for the evening, please contact Robin Armke.                

If you have signed up to be involved in any capacity for the evening, a meal will be  provided. We are asking for donations of 

desserts for the meal and afterwards. Please bring desserts to the church office Friday, December 8 from 9:00am to noon or to 

the CFC on Saturday before 5:00pm. Check-in will begin at 5:00pm so you will have time to eat prior to getting dressed for 

your scene. 

When you come at 5:00pm, please park in the parking lot in front of the CFC and plan to stay the entire evening.  If for some 

reason you will have to leave prior to 9:00pm, please park over by the church office so there is less interruption in the flow of 

traffic during your exit.   

If you have any questions, please contact Robin Armke at 830-885-7600 or 830-660-6690. If you would like to sign up, you can 

contact Trece Meuth at 210-385-0564 or Judi Sims at 830-980-8507. 

Set-up will be that Saturday morning, December 9th beginning at 9:00am. This is a huge part of the production so if you can 
assist in any capacity please join us that morning. It would be greatly appreciated! 

Thanking all in advance for everything you're doing to make this another successful year of Living Christmas. 



 

 

 

Transform Your                                 

Understanding of God! 

──── 

Bible Study from an                          

Historical,                                  

Geographical, and               

Cultural Perspective 

──── 

Six Weekly Lessons 

────  

Free Study Guide! 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

29797 N US Highway 281 

Bulverde, TX 78163 

830-980-2813 

www.redroofchurch.org 

COMING IN                        

JANUARY! 

IN A HOME                     

NEAR YOU! 

 

You’re Invited 
 

Join us for this important series in a comfortable 
home setting in your neighborhood.  Each of the six 

weekly video lessons is led by Ray Vander Laan,               
author of Walking with God in the Desert. 



 

 

 

 The World Needs Jesus 
 
No doubt about it, the news in recent weeks has been grim as we have been bombarded by  story after story of violence 
that has erupted on our own homeland. In the span of just a few short weeks we've awoken to stories of racially                       
motivated hatred that sparked violence in Charlottesville, the senseless mass shooting of concert-goers in Las Vegas 
which killed dozens and injured scores more, and the brutal and inexplicable massacre of more than two dozen Christian 
worshippers far too close to home in Sutherland Springs, Texas.  

And as human beings and Americans we grieve and cry out all sorts of questions: why all the suffering, the hatred, and the 
violence? What's going on here and how can we stop it? Some answer with cries for gun control. Others answer it with a 
call for law-abiding citizens to bear arms. But as Christians, in addition to lovingly supporting and encouraging those     
directly victimized by this senseless violence, what is our unique calling and witness in response to this season of            
increasing violence? I believe that the Church can provide leadership to our culture and society by responding faithfully at 
this dark and difficult hour.  

First of all, we cannot react out of fear. The most frequent command of God in all of Scripture is to not be afraid. Fear is 
destructive, and worry is its harmful cousin. I've heard it said before that worry is the misuse of God's gift of imagination. 
Remember Jesus asked, "Can any of you add one moment to his life-span by worrying?" So reacting in fear or worry is 
simply not a faithful response. 

Instead, I believe that the Church must respond with a deep conviction and determination to bring about                             
Gospel-transformation and to love one another with a Christ-like love. NFL quarterback Carson Wentz responded to the 
Las Vegas shooting with a tweet stating simply that "The World needs Jesus in a bad way." I couldn't agree more.                     
Followers of Jesus can and will disagree about the merits of both gun control and bearing arms, but we simply must agree 
with Carson Wentz's faithful response: the world desperately needs Jesus.  

So Church, let this be a wake-up call to our collective negligence in delivering the transformative Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
our communities. And instead of being preoccupied with developing defensive security plans and procedures or                        
mobilizing people for a political agenda, let's get preoccupied with our most important task of sharing Jesus. We proclaim 
and trust that Christ is King and acknowledge that he commands us to neither fear nor worry. Therefore in faith we shall 
respond to this evil with the proclamation and incarnation of God's amazing grace in our communities and wherever we 
have influence and do so in the face of fear with the peace of God that surpasses all human understanding.  

"The Lord is my light and my salvation-whom should I fear?" - Psalm 27:1                    

                                                                                                                                     

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.  Residing in Georgetown, Pastor 
Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.  Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments:                          

512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.  Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas. 

© 2017 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
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The Adult Christian Education (ACE) Schedule 
for December 2017 

 

 

Sunday ACE classes meet at 9:40AM.  Pastor Lee will be taking a break from his Thursday Bible Study 
through the end of the year. Classes will resume in January 2018 at 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 6:30PM. 
 

Sunday ACE Classes meet at 9:40am: 

(Our leaders are dedicated and well qualified disciples that spend much time preparing for the 
classes. Please plan to attend at least one class of your choice.) 
 
Class is led by Jeff Smith and meets in the ACE (Portable) Building  
We will be continuing our study of Christian principles as laid out in the book of Romans. Luther said 
that Romans is truly the most important piece in the New Testament. It is the purest Gospel.  
 

Class is led by Dean & Kathy Krueger and meets in the Luther Room 
In December Dean and Kathy's class concludes the topic, "Scriptural Evidence of the Trinity."  Although the word Trinity does 
not appear in the Bible, many scripture verses highlight the existence of our God revealing Himself in three persons.  Our 
Creeds, boldly stated every Sunday, declare that the mystery of the Three-in-One is true and necessary in any discussion of 
our Creating, Saving, and Comforting God.  Materials, Bibles and refreshments are provided.  Come and explore the 
Word....ready to learn Bible truths as the Word grows our faith in the revelation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The new topic in 
January will be "John the Baptist, the Man and His Story."  

 
Class is led by Mike Scott and meets in the Choir Room 
WHAT'S YOUR MISSION?  God gave the assignment to His people thousands of years ago: to bring "lost sheep" back 

into the love and safety of His kingdom. He said to become a "Kingdom of Priests," and put God on display to show the world 
what He is like. It's still our task today. In this thirteenth volume of the That the World May Know ® film series, you'll glimpse the 
urgency and rewards of welcoming the strangers and prodigals the Lord longs to embrace. Discover the mission that can give 
your life - and the lives of those around you - greater meaning than you ever imagined. Join renowned teacher and historian 
Ray Vander Laan as he guides you through the lands of the Bible. In each lesson, Vander Laan illuminates the historical,                    
geographical, and cultural context of the sacred Scriptures. Filmed on location in the Middle East and elsewhere, the That the 
World May Know ® film series will transform your understanding of God and challenge you to be a true follower of Jesus.  
 
Class is led by Ingrid Lingle and meets in the Office Area Workroom 
We are continuing our study on "The Parables of Jesus."  Everyone bring your Bibles! 

 

 

 

Weekday ACE Class: 

The MONDAY Women's class is led by Connie Osborn and meets in the choir room from                           
9:00-11:00am. 
Hello Ladies we will be finishing Volume 11 THE PATH OF THE CROSS by Ray Vander Laan  ending on December 18th. 
Please come and begin study at 9:00am ending at 11:00am.  January 7th, 2018, I will be leading Volume 12 WALKING WITH 
GOD.   This class will be for MEN and WOMEN. Please contact me, Connie Osborn if you desire to join our study so a book 
can be ordered for you.  Please email me at hoppingfrog50@yahoo.com or by phone by 830-885-7592. 
 

mailto:hoppingfrog50@yahoo.com


 

 

 Prayer        
 Warriors 

We love to know your prayers and continued concerns. The prayer warriors are always in prayer!                                     

Please contact Lucy Walker or the church office for your prayer requests:  lwalkerblui@gvtc.com or stpaulbt@gvtc.com. 

 
Prayer Warriors:  Pastor Harder, Pastor Ofsdahl, Lucy Walker, Cindy ‘Boo’ Peek, Lynn Rosenfeld, Sharon Knibbe,                                     

Dagi Fischer, Stella Ross, Gloria Krueger, Marjorie Rothchild, Connie Osborn and Janice Walker. 

...are continually praying for you according to God’s 
will in all circumstances through Jesus Christ.                                                                            

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

In our Prayers… 

Clifford Mincemoyer    
Dorothy Crouch                          
Stefan Greenwell                         
Jim Brainard & Deb Ehler                    
Liz Johnson                                                 
Cassidy Peek                              
Sasha Zinsmeister          
Rudi Easterling & Family  
The Russell Family                  
Cameron Abbott              

Sue Freiburger                
Rachel George 
Mike & Rita Bywater 
Andy Boss 
Kathryn Hering 
Virgil Peterson                 
Channel Williams                
Bonnie Kimmell               
Julie Sutton                     
Richard Pena 
Barbara Krueger 
Nida Fischer 

Elizabeth Rogers 
Marian Hull 
James McNeill 
Donny Tinsley 
Bob Winship 
Jordan Campbell 
Chris Kimmell 
Jerry Barnes 
Mark & Debra Harder 
Helmut Kleve 
Shirley Remmert  
Ruth Lytle 

Grace Kaeppel 
Jimmy Cox 
Debra Saur & Family                                               
Lauren & Spencer 
Wilson  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In his sermon “Be Devoted to Prayer”, John Piper laid out an outline for how to pray. The author would like to                
inspire us with practical, biblical possibilities that we might never have considered in our prayer life. “We are all 
very different. Our schedules are different. Our families are different. We are in different stages of life with different 
demands on our days. We are in different levels of spiritual maturity. We all have different ways of praying.” What 
is important is how we pray. Here are some practical suggestions and a brief summary of his sermon. 

There are two ways to pray – free and unstructured or formed and structured. By free, you will feel like pouring 
yourself out to God, using no guidelines or books. By structured you use books and guidelines to form your prayers. 
We need to use both unstructured and structured forms in our prayer life or our prayers may become shallow and 
trite or mechanical and hollow. There are four kinds of forms to use in your structured prayers. 

 Pray the Bible - build your prayers around verses in the Bible. Pray the Lord’s Prayer and as you pray it, put each 
phrase in your own words and apply it to the people you are worried about. Pray the commands of the Bible. 
“Help me (or any other name) to love you with all my heart, soul and strength”, etc. Pray the promises of the 
Bible. Pray the warnings of the Bible. Open the Bible in front of you and put one elbow on one side and one on 
the other and pray each paragraph into contrition or praise or thanks or petition.  

 Make a list of all the people you want to pray for and all the needs you want to pray about. Keep these lists 
handy for your daily prayers. They will change from time to time and need to be updated but they will be there 
as a reminder of who and what you want to pray for.  

 Pray through books on world peace, on suffering, on living for Christ. Examples: Pray through a book like –                
Extreme Devotion – a one page glimpse into the suffering, persecuted church for every day of the year, or               
Operation World – a different country and the cause of Christ in it.  

 Develop patterns of prayer that give you guidance of what to do first and second and third when you begin your 
prayers. Without some form or pattern, our prayer life can become bogged down and will go nowhere. 

 
These are Piper’s examples of how to pray: the first being free and unstructured with free flowing needs and thanks 
and praise, and the second being structured with helps like the Bible, books, lists, and patterns. If you are devoted 
to prayer, you will pursue both freedom and form in your prayer life. 



 

 

Children's Ministry  

December 2017 Newsletter 

Minions 

The Minions will be singing at 

the Sunday School Christmas 

Program on Sunday, December 

17 at 9:30am. We will be                           

practicing during the Sunday School hour on                  

December 3 & 10.  Please see Andy Cave if you 

have any questions.                         

Sunday School 

There are no Sunday School 
classes scheduled for the 
month of December. We will be                      
rehearsing for our Christmas Program on  
Sunday, Dec. 3 & 10 during the Sunday School 
hour. Sunday School classes will resume on 
Sunday, January 7 at their regular time from 
9:40-10:35am.  For questions regarding                   
Sunday School, you can contact  Cari Anne        

Whitehead at                                                           
carianne915@gmail.com. 

The Sunday school Christmas program will be 
Sunday, December 17.  We will have ONE   

worship service at 9:30am in the CFC.  We will 
have rehearsals on Sunday, December 3 and 
10 during Sunday school from 9:40-10:35am.  

    Family Caroling Day!!! 

Sunday, December 17 — There will be a 
family lunch provided on this day following 
the late service in the CFC. After that, we 
will split into two groups and go caroling to 
bring Christmas joy to numerous assisted 
living centers where our members live. We 
will deliver cookies to them as well! Please 
signup because they will need a headcount 
for food. 



 

 

     December Youth News 
 

Contact the Youth Minister if 

you have any questions. 

Andy Cave 

stpaulyouth612@gvtc.com 

830-980-2813 

   Glory to the             

Newborn King!!! 

      Sunday School Christmas Program  

December 3  —   Rehearsal from 9:40-10:35am.   

December 10 — Rehearsal from 9:40-10:35am.   

December 17 — Day of the Program! The Christmas 

Program will take place at the 9:30am service.   

December 24 and 31— No Sunday School due to  

the holidays. 

   Family Caroling Day!!! 

Sunday, December 17 — There will be a 

family lunch provided on this day following 

the late service in the CFC. After that, we 

will split into two groups and go caroling to 

bring Christmas joy to numerous assisted 

living centers where our members live. We 

will deliver cookies to them as well! 

         Living Christmas! 

Saturday, December 9 — There are plenty 

of spots still open for Living Christmas. All 

youth are strongly encouraged to sign-up 

and participate. Service hours will be given 

to those who participate. There is No Confirmation or Youth 

Praise Band in December. 

          Wild Wednesday  

Wednesday, December 13— Wild Wednesday 

will take place from 7:30-9pm in the CFC.    

Dinner is not provided. Youth simply will come 

out to hear a devotion and they will have a 

chance to hang out and play games. 

There will be NO Wild Wednesday on 12/27 

  Youth Baking Day  

Sunday, December 10 — After the late service, 

we will eat lunch together and make all sorts of 

cookies for the caroling event on 12/17. This 

event will take place in the CFC from noon-2pm. 



 

 

       FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 

Sunday, December 17 — Lunch will be provided for all children, youth, and any                    

disciples of St. Paul who desire to spend the afternoon bringing the spirit of Christmas to 

others.  

Lunch will be served after the 9:30am Sunday School Christmas Program service in the 

CFC. If your family would like to bring an item to share, feel free to do so. 

We will be splitting into 2 groups to divide and conquer during the afternoon. The                        

locations and times are below.  

Any youth that wants to attend without a parent needs to let Andy Cave know by Sunday, 

December 10. He will arrange transportation for these youth. 

Sunday, December 17th - Team 1  

1:30  - 2:15 pm 

Castle Hills Senior Living 

1207 Jackson Keller Rd. 

San Antonio 

(Marion Hull) 

 

2:45 - 3:30 pm 

Franklin Park 

21803 Encino Commons 

San Antonio 

(James McNeil) 

 

3:45 - 4:30 pm 

Franklin Park Sonterra  

18323 Sonterra Place 

San Antonio 

(Florence Wenzel) 

Sunday, December 17th - Team 2  

1:30 - 2:15 pm 

Creekside Personal Care Home 

355 Dean Road 

Spring Branch 

(Carmen Rittimann) 

 

2:30 - 3:15 pm 

The Heights of Bulverde 

384 Harmony Hills St. 

Spring Branch 

 

3:30 - 4:15 pm 

Bulverde Assisted Living 

1396 Bulverde Road 

Bulverde 

(Ruth Lytle) 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

         December News 
 

 

It is hard to believe the Christmas Season is upon us.  The kids have already been practicing their 

songs for the Christmas program.  This is an amazing way to bring glory to God, children singing 

his praises.  They have such precious, beautiful voices!!  Our Christmas performance this year will 

be Tuesday December 19th at 9:30 a.m. in the CFC. 

The December calendar starts out with Magik Theater performing The Gingerbread Man for us on 

Monday December 4th.  They always put on such a wonderful performance for our kiddos, we look 

forward to them coming each time. 

Thank you to our St. Paul family for purchasing tamales.  For those who ordered tamales, they will 

be in the CFC for pickup December 18th. Just in time for Christmas! For more information, you can 

call the school office at 830-980-6771.  

Everyone at CDS wishes all of you at St. Paul Lutheran Church a very Merry Christmas.  We will be 

bringing our joyous voices back to the CFC on Thursday January 4th. 

Parents wishing to enroll their child(ren) are encouraged to call 830-980-6771 to set up a tour of the 

facility or to register your child.  Thank you for considering St. Paul Lutheran Christian Day School 

for your child’s early childhood education! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Sandy Kantorak 

Day School Director 

stpaulcds@gvtc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul      
Christian Day 
School News 



 

 

A group of 144 golfers, that included two foursomes from St. Paul, and a lot of volunteers joined forces to raise money and 
have some fun doing it at the 13th annual Upbring Golf San Antonio tournament. A total of more than $68,000 was raised to 
benefit Upbring New Life Children’s Center, Upbring Foster in Texas (FIT) and Upbring BeReal. To find out more about these 
Central Texas centers please go to Upbring.org. 
 
In addition to the fun golf and BBQ provided by Smokey Mo’s, we heard an inspiring testimony from a current New Life                          
resident about overcoming her difficult past through the innovative, quality programs at New Life. 
 
The golf committee and Upbring would like to thank St. Paul for the continued support of New Life Children’s Center and the 
years of support of the San Antonio golf tournament.  

 

 

Cookie Delivery and Christmas Caroling 

Everyone is invited and encouraged to come and join us for Christmas                       
Caroling and Cookie Delivery. We have a couple of days, several locations, 
and time frames scheduled. If you can’t make it for a whole afternoon, we 
encourage you to participate where you can. This such a rewarding                            
experience...to be able to go to those individuals that can’t get out and come 
to us. We are asking for donations of 3-5 dozen cookies to be dropped off            
before and after church services on December 10. After the late service, we 
will provide a quick lunch for those willing to stay and help assemble cookie 
care packages. These will be delivered to some of our elders, shut-ins,                       
first responders and retirement homes where some of our disciples                    

reside.  Delivery of cookie care packages will take place on Friday, December 15 The New Braunfels Memory Care     
Facility at 2022 Hwy. 46 West in New Braunfels. We are scheduled to sing Christmas carols from 2:30-3:15pm at this 
facility and Sunday, December 17th after the one service at 9:30am in the CFC. We will also go Christmas Caroling at 
some of the locations (please see the article in this newsletter regarding the Family Christmas Caroling Event-locations 
are listed there).  Signup sheets will be available so we can get a head count for lunch. If you have any questions, 
please contact Robin Armke at armke5@gvtc.com; Trece Meuth at trece.meuth@yahoo.com; or Andy Cave at                                                 
stpaulyouth612@gvtc.com. 



 

 

 

Bulverde/Spring Branch Pregnancy Care Center 

17080 Hwy 46 West, Suite #113 
(In the Faithville Shopping Center) 
830-885-2277 (office) 
830-446-9245 (text) 
www.bulverdepregnancy.org  
Hours: Tues 10AM-7PM; Th/Fri 10AM-4:00PM 
Kim Barton, Director of Operations 
 

The BSBPCC is in need of diaper bags to fill and baby items for the parents and                     
families who earn them as they complete parenting classes.  We also provide 
layettes to newborns and their families who are participating in our                          
services.  Below is a list of items we are most in need of at this time.  *Please 
note that we have added infant/toddler Bibles to the list. 

Wish List: 
Crib Sheets 
Bath Towel Sets 
Plastic Utensil Sets 
*Infant/Toddler Bibles 
New/Gently Used Clothing Size 12 months –3T 
New/Gently Used Shoes Size Newborn to 10 
 
Items may be placed in the bassinet in the Narthex or taken by BSBPCC at the address listed above. There are brochures in 
the bassinet for anyone who would like more information...please take one. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

We were able to deliver 168 Operation Christmas Child boxes!  Thank you to all those 

who helped by donating items for the boxes, for those who helped with assembling and 

packing boxes, and those who helped with  delivery!  Your gifts will bring much joy to 

children all over the world!                                                 

Blessings!  
Jennifer Sande 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped with donating materials and making the 

Linus Blankets!  Especially Pat Crowder for organizing the materials 

and showing the participants at the WOW meeting in September how to 

make them! Our disciples at St. Paul are incredible!!  WOW delivered 

the blankets to St. Jude’s Ranch and the children were so happy to                  

receive their new blankets and their cool reusable bags!!   

http://www.bulverdepregnancy.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP0cu-hurXAhUF7YMKHcLfCNEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samaritanspurse.org%2Fwhat-we-do%2Foperation-christmas-child%2F&psig=AOvVaw0pupDzIoQNqcKhnueaGsyS&ust=15122
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie17uylurXAhWD24MKHYiZBnoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewcolordash5k.ticketmob.com%2Fevent.cfm%3Fid%3D100359&psig=AOvVaw3t9Dy1C5gYeYbaAGQnJXYj&ust=1512264491361947


 

 

Advent by Candlelight 
December 3, 2017 

 
Advent by Candlelight is a special evening sponsored by W.O.W for the women of St Paul to become renewed,                 

refreshed, and refocus on the season of Advent before the Christmas rush begins. Join us for this year’s uplifting  

program told from the perspective of the three Mary’s of the Bible. We will enjoy sweet desserts as well as savory 

appetizers while our hearts are uplifted by scripture, music and each other.  The event will be Sunday, December 3 

from 6:00-8:00pm in the Christian Faith Center. All women and young ladies are invited to attend! 

 



 

 

Help wanted...A family needs help caring for a 

member with MS. They are confined to an                  

electric scooter for mobility. They  need help on 

Fridays from 10am-6pm. The family lives in 

Spring Branch and the phone number is                       

210-260-8723. No medical training is needed. If 

you know anyone who can help out, have them                 

contact the family at the phone number                     

provided. 

Our regular Thursday Bible 

Study classes will not meet 

again until January 4th at 

their regular times of      

8:00AM, 10:00AM and  

6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

After surveying the classes, 

it is decided to explore the Gospel of John.  John helps 

us come to understand the full range of Jesus’ character 

and purpose.  Feel free to join us in any of our classes. 

We would like to thank everyone that                   
participated in our Thanksgiving Basket ministry, 
either by donating food and baskets,  money 
and/or your time in packing and delivering.    
Special thanks to Sherry for keeping us on track, 
Janell for making the beautiful bows, and Pat for 

designing our cards.  Thanks again to all for sharing  your blessings.  
You are the best!!   
I know there are 
at least 60                     
children, their 
parents, and some 
of our elders who 
would agree. 

Confirmation classes will resume on 

Sunday, January 7th following the 

8:30AM worship service in the         

sanctuary. 

Thank you For the                   
Birthday Wishes! 

I had a wonderful 89th birthday. Thank you St. 

Paul members for all the beautiful                

birthday cards.                                                            

Irene Scholz 

 

Thank you for all the beautiful birthday cards! 

They made my birthday very special and I  

appreciate all the kinds words.                                   

Margie Friesenhahn 

Announcements 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
thank you for supporting                        
Children's Centre Los Niños with Hugs 
From Heaven, donations of coats,           
blankets and food.  Setting up, meeting 
families in our community and clean 
up. And thank you Men's Life for 
providing and preparing fajitas.  St Paul has had another                            
opportunity to be God's hands and feet serving others. Praise and 
thanks be to God our Father who hears and answers the prayers 
of His children. 

Your Sister in Christ, Connie Osborn 

Change of Hours of Operation                        
for Provisions 

We are still open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, but on Tuesdays we are opening an 
hour later in the morning and staying open later             
until 6:15pm. 

Our Wednesday and Thursday hours remain the 
same as they have always been--9:00am to 3:00 
pm. 

Tuesday: 10:00am to 6:15pm 

Wednesday: 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Thursday: 9:00am to 3:00pm 

We are hoping to be able to help 
clients on Tuesday who could 
not typically come during the 
normal business day. 



 

 

Announcements 

 
 

 
 

 

For December, Men’s Life will have our annual Christmas 

Dinner with a White Elephant Gift Exchange on Thursday, 

December 14 at Los Barrios Hacienda located at 18747 

Redland Road, San Antonio, Texas 78259.  We will have a 

Beef and Chicken Fajita Buffet with the usual side dishes, 

tea, water or soda (other drinks available—pay as you go). 

Serving begins at 6:30pm and the cost is $24.16 per person 

or $48.32 per couple. Randy Fischer is collecting money 

prior to the event in order to pay the bill that evening.  

Please let Randy know if  you plan to participate in the gift 

exchange. The limit for gifts is under $10 Participants                        

arriving with a gift will be provided a random number 

again. Randy needs to confirm a number by Monday,                   

December 11. So please let him know if you plan to attend 

by email at rfischer@gvtc.com. 

                                                                          

 

 

November WOW Meeting...making Cookies in a Jar! 

Sunday, December 3, join us from 6-8pm for Advent by                  
Candlelight.  
Sunday, December 10, we will meet after church to assemble              
cookie care packages for our shut-ins.  Lunch will be provided 
for lunch and the youth will be there baking cookies for our 
care packages. 
Friday, December 15, we will do a cookie delivery and                     
caroling at the New Braunfels Memory Care Facility. 
Sunday, December 17, we will meet after the one service at 
9:30am and have lunch. Then we will divide up and deliver 
the rest of our care packages and go caroling to our shut-ins. 
Monday, December 18 at 6:30pm—Our December meeting 
will be a movie night and we will watch “The Christmas                   
Candle”. 

SAVE the DATES… 

 Monday, January 15—WOW Planning Meeting at 4:30pm 
and BUNCO Night at 6:30pm 

 Monday, February 19—Praise and Painting at 6:30pm 

 Friday, April 13 and Saturday, April 14—Women’s                  
Retreat at St. Paul in the CFC 

 Saturday, May 5—Style Show and Luncheon 

 

 

 
WOW Fundraiser 

Wash Tub Savings Books 
$15.00 each 

Retail Value of $34.99 
Includes coupons for: 

(1) - Free Full Service Gleam Wash 
(3) - $5.00 Off Coupons 

(1) - $10.00 Off Detail Coupon 
Available for sale in the church office or the first 
Sunday of each month after both services. They 

make great stocking stuffers!!  

The Red Roof Readers will be 
visiting and having their                               
December gathering with Marion 
Hull at Brookside Senior Living 
Facility. We will be sharing with 
her our book The Christmas                

Portrait by Phyllis Clark Nichols. The story is about a young girl 
whose mother recently died and she is determined to buy and 
send her mother a special present. How does it get to heaven? 
Read the book and find out. 

If you would like to go with us to visit with Marion, meet us at 
the church on Dec. 11th at 4:00pm to travel to her place of             
residence. It will be a treat to visit and share with her. If you 
have any questions, you may call Lucy Walker at 830-885-3939 
for more details. 

 

 

Our red roof website is now in the process of being renovated.  We 

hope you will check us out at redroofchurch.org  One of the new                 

additions is a blog from Pastor Lee. 

Beginning on Monday, December 4th, pastor will have a new blog 

entry for the week.  They will include a little humor, some pointed 

remarks, and some thought provoking commentary ground in God’s 

Word.  His introduction is already up.  Let us know what you think. 

 

www.redroofchurch.org 



 

 

     

Discipleship 
Commitments             
    

Love God! Love Others! Serve All! 

 December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

Ushers                
8:30 

     

Ushers               
10:45 

     

Communion   

Assistants                 
8:30 

Alan and Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan and Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan and Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan and Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan and Kim 
Wentrcek 

Communion  

Assistants                 
10:45 

The Miller and  
Tucker Families 

The Miller and  
Tucker Families 

The Miller and  
Tucker Families 

The Miller and  
Tucker Families 

The Miller and  
Tucker Families 

Fellowship   
Fred and Harryette 

Coon 
   

Worship              
Assistant              

8:30 
Judy Wemmert Larry Bodoczy 

Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

Connie White 
Single Service-no 
worship assistant 

Altar Guild                
8:30 

Carol and Lance 
Robalin 

Carol and Lance 
Robalin 

Carol and Lance 
Robalin 

Carol and Lance 
Robalin 

Carol and Lance 
Robalin 

Altar Guild                  
10:45 

Lucille Page  
Jane Wanke  

Lucille Page 
Jane Wanke  

Lucille Page 
Jane Wanke  

Lucille Page 
Jane Wanke  

Lucille Page 
Jane Wanke  

Altar Flowers 
Tibby and Robin 

Armke 

Steve and Sherry 
Schneider 

Keith and Karen 
Williams 

Dale and Judi Sims  

 



 

 

    December Anniversaries 

 
 7   George & Edwina Whitehead 

17  Jere & Bonnie Kimmell 

18  Jack & Minni Labo 

      Keith & Karen Williams 

21 William & Liz Flessner 

      Russ & Darlene Griffith 

22 Jeff & Rachel Smith 

23 Jack & Carol Davis 

28  Darren & Shelly Schultz 

31  Mike & Nita Scott 

 December Birthdays 

 
1    Kade Armke          19    Rebecca Harrell 

      Quinten Bodoczy                  Brian Meuth 

      Gerald Larsen              20    Elaine Beene 

      David McClellan            Liberty Dumont 

      Brent Robertson               Bailey Kaysa 

4    Emma Cox                Nancy Trappe 

5    Nathan Rawe          21    Jacob Cox 

6    Carol Stahman        Dagi Fischer 

7    Lucille Page       Sharon Knibbe 

      Trey Sims        Gloria Krueger 

8    Cindy Bridgewater      22    Michelle Smith 

      Johnny Mutz          23    Clayton Krause 

10  Tammy DuBois                     Robert Marburger 

      Russ Griffith          24    Dylan James 

      Harlen Henryson       Larry Matthys 

      Traci Page          25    Tom Wemmert 

      Lucy Walker          26    Dusty Gass 

11  Ryne Kaiser                  27    Derek Johnson 

      Elin Kaiser       Claire Kaiser 

      Kathy Krueger             Crystal Martin 

      Kyle Schneider          29    Judy Curran   

12 Don Bragg                             Brenda Wilde 

      Jennie Scott          31    Carol Abbott   

13  Glenn Herman                     D’Ann Krause 

14  Larry Bodoczy                  Babbi Migl 

      Janice Timberlake               Cory Stidhem 

15  Chad Irving 

      Mateas Scheff 

16 Tristian Chapman 

18  Leona Prochnow 



 

 

 
  

      1  Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closed at noon   
 

2  

 4 Women’s  Bible 

Study 9am            
CDS 9am-2pm                
Church office closed 
at noon                              
Handbell Practice 
7pm 
                                          

5 Threads of Love     

9am-12pm                    
CDS 9am-2pm                 
Staff Mtg.  10:30am 
 
 
 

6 Threads of Love 

9am-12pm                    
CDS 9am-2pm                 
BUNCO                         
12:00-2:00pm 
Advent Service 
7:00pm  

7  CDS 9am-2pm                 

Gospel Band     
5:00pm             
Choir Practice 
6:15pm            
Praise Team 
7:30pm 

8 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closed at noon                   
 
 

 

9 Living                   

Christmas                   
Set-up 9:00am 
Living                       
Christmas 
Drive Thru            
5:00-9:00pm 

 

11 Women’s  Bible 

Study 9am                              
CDS 9am-2pm  
Banner Committee 
9:30am              
Church office closed 
at noon                            
Red Roof Readers 
6pm                                 
Budget Committee 
6pm 

12 Threads of Love     

9am-12pm                          
CDS 9am-2pm  
CDS Chapel 9:30am                
Staff Mtg.  10:30am 
Prayer Shawls 1pm    
Council Meeting 
5:30pm                      
Handbell Practice 
7pm 
                                          
 
 

13 Threads of Love     

9am-12pm 
CDS 9am-2pm   
CDS Chapel 9:30am 
Advent Service 
7:00pm  

Wild Wednesdays 
7:30-9:00pm 

14 CDS 9am-2pm                             

Gospel Band     
5:00pm             
Choir Practice     
6:15pm 
Men’s Life Dinner 
@ La Hacienda 
6:30pm 
Praise Team 
7:30pm 

15 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group                             
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closed at noon  
Deadline for                    
January Epistle 
& Annual Report 
Caroling and 
Cookie Delivery  
2:30pm 

16  

 

18 Women’s  Bible 

Study 9am 
CDS 9am-2pm  
Prayer Team 
11:00am 
Church office closed 
at noon   
WOW 6:30pm  

            

19 CDS 9am-12pm  

CDS Christmas 
Program 9:30am in 
the CFC  
CFC Rental 5-7pm                                     

20  Advent Service 

7:00pm  
 
 

21 Gospel Band     

5:00pm             
Choir Practice     
6:15pm 
Praise Team 
7:30pm 

              
    

22 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group             
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closed at noon                 
 

23  

25 Church office 

closed                  
 

26 Church office 

closed                  

27  
 

  

28  All                                    
contributions 
for credit in 
2017 must be in 
the church office 
by close of               
business today 
at 4pm 

29  Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closed at noon                 
 
 

30 

 

3 Traditional Worship 

8:30am in the Sanctuary                            
Sunday school Program 
Rehearsal & ACE                
Classes 9:40-10:35am 
Contemporary Worship 
10:45am in the CFC 
Advent By Candlelight                   
6-8pm 
 

10  Traditional Worship 

8:30am in the Sanctuary 
Sunday school Program 
Rehearsal  & ACE Classes 
9:40-10:35am 
Contemporary Worship 
10:45am in the CFC 
Cookie Care Package                  
assembly and lunch 
12:00pm 
Youth Baking Day                        
12:00-2:00pm  

17 One Worship Service 

9:30am in the CFC for the 
Sunday School Christmas 
Program 
Caroling and Cookie                    
Delivery and lunch 
12:00pm 
 

24  One Worship Service 

9:30am in the Sanctuary     
Family Nativity Worship 
Service 3pm in the CFC             
Candlelight Worship Service 
10pm in the Sanctuary 
 

31 One Worship Service 

9:30am in the Sanctuary     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Color Key: 

Education     Ministry     Evangelism     Stewardship     Fellowship    Worship 
2017 

ALL EVENTS AND MEETINGS at the church must be scheduled through the church office.  This helps to prevent groups 
from meeting at the same time and location.  Please contact Sherry Schneider at 830-980-2813 or stpaulbt@gvtc.com. 

Monday & Friday 
9:00am to Noon 

Tuesday,                    
Wednesday and 
Thursday 9am to 

4pm 


