
 

 

 
 

The Epistle 

S t .  P a u l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  o f  B u l v e r d e  

29797 US Hwy 281 N, Bulverde, TX 78163 

Phone (830) 980-2813 — Fax (830) 980-9756 

stpaulbt@gvtc.com 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

Worship Services                                      8:30AM & 10:45AM 

Holy Communion                      Every Sunday at both services  

Adult Christian Education                               9:40AM 

Sunday School                                                              9:40AM 

 

St Paul Lutheran Staff 

Ministers                                                  All People of St. Paul 

Senior Pastor                                                        Lee R. Harder 

Visitation Pastor      Donald Ofsdahl 

Youth Minister                       Andrew Cave 

Children’s Minister                                            Meredith Ehler  

Office Manager/Bookkeeper     Sherry Schneider                                  

Christian Day School Director        Sandy Kantorak               

Music/Media Team        Kyle, Sarah & Steve Schneider 

Facilities Manager          Ron Norman 

 

2016 Council Members 

President                                 Shauna Weaver  

Vice President, Staff, Building  

& Grounds Liaison                                                   Don Bragg  

Treasurer                                                                Brian Meuth 

Secretary and Special Tasks Liaison              Libye Nuernberg   

Fellowship, Cemetery and  

Memorial Liaison                              Robert Marburger 

Education Liaison      Sandy Chapman 

Ministry Liaison                          Woody Miller 

Worship Liaison                                           Kelly Schumacher  

Evangelism Liaison                                              Shawn Sande   

December 2016 

www.lcmc.net 

www.redroofchurch.org 

Wednesday Evenings  

7pm in the Sanctuary 

November 30 

December 7 

December 14 
 

 

Living Christmas       

Drive Thru 

Saturday, December 10 

6:30-10:00pm 
 

 

Sunday School      

Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 18 

One Worship Celebration in 

the CFC at 9:30am 

 

 

Christmas Worship Celebrations 

Saturday, December 24 

Family Nativity Service 

5pm in the CFC 

Candlelight Service 10pm 

in the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, December 25 

9:30am in the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, January 1 

Lessons and Carols at 

9:30am in the Sanctuary 

 

http://www.lcmc.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to join us for our Advent worship series, Let Us Adore Him, that looks at the story of the birth of 

Christ through the lens of the Gospel of John.  The services reveal just who this child born of Mary is and what the 

new life in Christ is all about for all those who believe.       

Service One in the series  —  Wednesday, November 30th at 7:00 PM 

We Adore Him Who Is the Eternal Word  

focuses on John 1:1 and explores the meaning of Christ as the Word and the reality that the Word was present at the 

beginning and will be with us forever. 

Service Two in the series  —  Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 PM  

We Adore Him Who Is the Creator of All  

focuses on John 1:1-3 and uncovers John’s masterful description of how Christ was involved in all of creation from 

the start and how he came to save creation by coming to earth as a tiny baby. 

Service Three in the series  —  Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 PM  

We Adore Him Who Is the Light in the Darkness  

focuses on John 1:4-5 and reveals John’s message that Christ is the Light who enlightens the darkness of sin and 

death that had come into the world. 

Please join us in our preparation for the coming of Christ our Lord by bringing your entire family to these Advent 

worship celebrations.   

Friday, December 23—office closes at noon. 

Monday, December 26—office is closed. 

Tuesday, December 27—Friday, December 30—office closes at 

noon. 

Monday, January 2—Church office is closed. 

*Please note that contributions for 2016 must be in the church 

office no later than noon on Thursday, December 29.  Contributions 

will need to be deposited on Friday, December 30 to be counted for 

2016.  Please call or email the office if you have questions.* 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas  Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ this Christmas season.   

On Christmas Eve we gather for two special worship celebrations.  At 5:00pm in the Christian Faith Center                 

we have our Family Nativity Service.  Bring the whole family as we welcome Jesus. 

At 10:00pm in the sanctuary, we have our evening Candlelight Celebration. 

Holy Communion and the candle lighting will be celebrated at both of these services. 

 

 

 

 

 

On Christmas Day we hope you will come to worship with us as we rejoice in the birth of our Lord Jesus                      

at 9:30am in the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

On New Year’s Day we will celebration Christ’s birth the special service of Lessons and Carols.                              

Join us at 9:30am for this Christmas service in the sanctuary. 



 

 

 

 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP UPDATE 

 

We've commissioned our first servant leaders at the All Saints Sunday    

services and the questions are coming in.  What do the Servant Leaders 

do?  Are they in charge of any specific programs?  If I have an idea for the 

church, can I go to one of them or do I need to go to the Pastor?  Good 

questions all, so I will do my best to answer them.   

 

The Servant Leader program at St Paul was started to get more of our      

Disciples involved with the many different aspects of our church           

community.  There is no one specific program or project that they are    

addressing, rather  the Servant Leaders are available to assist where 

needed.  This is a modern implementation of what Saint Paul did during 

his journeys.  We are taking the reins of extending the ministry we have at 

SPLC, and becoming a response team to where ever we are needed.   

 

The first "project" of the team is to extend our Fellowship and Outreach 

activities within the church.  We are looking at sponsoring a Valentine's 

Day dinner (date and location TBD) for all and a Congregation Mother's 

Day picnic in May.  This will be a great opportunity for the entire Congregation to get together and get to know each 

other better.  (Would you believe that those who attend the early service don't know too many people who attend 

the late service?  And vice versa!) 

 

If you have any ideas for congregational activities or for anything else, go talk to one of our new Servant Leaders.   

The team members are Jennifer Sande, Don Fisher, Kris Cox, Karen Harder, Will Laubach, Russ and Darlene Griffith, 

Denny and Lynn Rosenfeld, Steve Schneider, Juan Gallardo, and Dean and Kathy Krueger.  The next meeting for the 

Servant Leaders will be January 8th, after the late service, in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to attend and see 

what's going on. 

 

In Christ, Don Bragg 

Articles for the January Epistle and Annual Reports from each          

committee and ministry at St. Paul are due no later than December 

20.  Mark your calendars for our annual Congregational Meeting 

on Sunday, January 15 after the one worship service at 9:30am in 

the Christian Faith Center.   



 

 

 

  

Advent Preparation  

 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              

 

"Deck the Halls with boughs of holly falalalalalalalala - Tis the season to be jolly falalalalalalalala - Don we now our gay apparel    
falalalalalalalala - Troll the ancient yuletide carol - falalalalalalalala." It sure is a busy time of year with so much to get done in these 
short weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas. There are a lot of preparations to make in this season: shopping, Christmas 
cards, baking, cleaning, decorating, lights, parties, programs, and the list goes on and on. 

This season that we are in is called Advent and Advent literally means "arrival, appearance of a notable person, thing, or 
event."  Advent is about preparing to celebrate Christmas, yes, because Christmas marks the birth of Jesus, Son of God and Savior 
of the world. But Advent is also about preparing for Christ to come again. Because Jesus promised and the whole of the Bible      
concurs that He will be back at an unknown time and the question is: "Are you ready?" 

When I was a kid, I loved to play "hide and seek" with my brothers, cousins, or my friends. And the seeker would always count to a 
certain number, sometimes so high that hiders would almost think they have forever to hide. And then all of the sudden the seeker 
would cry out: "Ready or not, here I come!" 

Whether or not we are ready, Jesus is coming. And as we look at the world around us, our families, our friends, our classmates or 
coworkers, our neighbors, our communities, and even the nations, are we ready for Jesus to come back?  While I may personally be 
ready to meet Jesus face to face, there are people I know and love and many more that I don't yet know who need to be ready, 
too.  And Jesus has given the responsibility of sharing his Good News with the nations to those of us who follow him. 

So if you call on Jesus as your Lord and Savior, than remember that he is calling on you, too!  

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20) 

So as we prepare to celebrate the first Advent of our Lord Jesus let us be ever mindful of his second.  For surely the Lord is coming 
back.  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to prepare for that arrival too.  And that means taking seriously our call to reach the 
lost with the message of the Gospel.  Jesus has left us with a mission and purpose in this in between time that is far more involved 
than simply biding time.  Because ready or not, Christ is coming again! 

                                                                                                                                                      

 Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.  Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is    

available to coach congregations on mission.  Feel free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or 
bryce@lcmctexas.org.  Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/lcmctexas 

.© 2016 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. 
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Sunday ACE Classes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Christian Education (ACE) Schedule 
for December 2016 

Sunday ACE classes meet at 9:40 AM.  Pastor Lee’s Bible Study will be focusing on the book of Romans and the class will not 
meet in December. The class will resume on Thursday, January 5. The class meets at 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 6:30PM. Our    
leaders are dedicated and well qualified disciples that spend much time preparing for the classes. Please plan to attend at least 
one class of your choice.  
 

 
      

Class led by Jeff Smith meets in the ACE (Portable) building  
We are continuing with the study on the Parables of Jesus. 

 
Class led by Dean & Kathy Krueger meets in the Luther Room 

Dean and Kathy's class continues a historical and scriptural study entitled "The Babylonian Captivity."  God's chosen Jewish 
people were warned by numerous prophets about the Mosaic Covenant having an "if" in the contract.  The Nation would prosper 

"IF" they respected God and kept his commandments, especially the one about worshiping idols.  If not, the Nation would first 
deteriorate from within, and, lastly, would be enslaved by forces from outside.  Sound familiar to our Nation today?  Come join us 

as we examine Jewish destruction and rebirth through stories of Isaiah, Daniel, Shadrach (etc.), Esther, Jeremiah, Ezra, and  
Nehemiah.  A key theme question will be, "Does God intentionally use non-faithful rulers to bring His humbled faithful             

back to Him?" 

Class led by Mike Scott meets in the choir room 

We are going to start a new book & DVD, The Path to the Cross: 
This five-session small group Bible study, The Path to the Cross, by noted teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan, is     

volume eleven of the 14-part Faith Lessons filmed-on-location DVD and Discovery Guide series.   
In The Path to the Cross, God’s story continues with the intense devotion of his people. Discover how their passionate faith 
prepares the way for Jesus and his ultimate act of obedience and sacrifice at the cross. Then, be challenged in your life to 

live as they did – by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Filmed on location in Israel, Faith Lessons is a unique video series that brings God's Word to life with astounding            

relevance. By weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural, religious, and geographical contexts, teacher and 
historian Ray Vander Laan reveals unique insights into the Scriptures' significance for modern believers. 

Even though this is volume eleven in the series, each DVD & Discovery Guide stands on its own.  It is not necessary to 
have experienced any of the previous sessions to be able to understand God’s message in the current sessions. 

 
Class led by Ingrid Lingle meets in the office area workroom 

Ingrid's class is studying "The Twelve Voices Of Christmas" by Woodrow Kroll in preparation for Advent and Christmas.        
Zacharias and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, Simeon and Anna, the shepherds and the wise men, Herod and John - each had a 

voice in the Christmas story. As a result, each faced a crisis in his or her life, with a decision to make and consequences to bear.
-Zacharias: Voice Of Disbelief-Mary Voice Of Wonder-Elizabeth Voice Of Blessing-Joseph Voice Of Reason-Gabriel Voice Of 

Disclosure-Angels Voices Of Praise-Shepherds Voices of Declaration- Simeon Voice Of Peace-Anna Voice Of                   

Thanksgiving-Wise Men-Voices Of Adoration-Herod Voice Of Deception. 

 

Our Women’s class which meets Tuesdays in the choir room at 9:00-11:00AM is led by Connie Osborn   

Ladies please pray about studying God's holy word.  When He calls, you obey.  There are numerous choices at our church.   If 
Tuesday mornings fit your schedule, please join us.  We learn so much together with Ray Vander Laan. Faith Lesson 7, “Walk 

As Jesus Walked” is 10 weeks long.  There are video sessions, discussion and some homework.  Come and discover the fierce 
passion of our early Christian brothers and sisters to walk like Jesus even when the path became treacherous.   

Please contact Connie Osborn 830-885-7592 or by email at hoppingfrog50@yahoo.com.  If you desire to attend please let        
Connie know so she can order a study guide. 
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Threads of Love  
Red Roof Satellite 

 
The Red Roof Satellite of Threads of Love is adding some additional sewing projects:  the cutest little 
dresses for our premie girls and little flannel blankets that are part of a receiving kit given to each new 
premie.  We need your help:  we are in need of 100% cotton and 100% flannel baby-patterned material.   
As we have already packed up Christmas designs, just baby themes!  
 
Also we want to inform everyone of the following dates our Threads of Love building  will be closed in   
order that our members may enjoy the holidays with their friends and family: 
 
Closed on Wednesday, November 23rd - for Thanksgiving 
Closed on Wednesday, December 21st - for Christmas 
Closed on Wednesday, December 28th  
 
We will again resume our normal working schedule on Wednesday, January 4th, which is 9:00 a.m. 
through 1:00 p.m.  Thank you! 

 
In His Service, 
Janice Walker 
Red Roof Satellite Leader 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—LIVING CHRISTMAS is December 10TH 

Living Christmas is quickly approaching.  We are in 

need of  Actors, Costume helpers, Scene Set up & Clean 

up, Kitchen help, Traffic, etc. If you have not signed 

up to help in one of these areas, please contact Trece 

Meuth or Judi Sims.  Please see any of the following 

people for more information: Robin Armke, Trece Meuth, 

Judi Sims, Doug or Lisa Neubauer, Sherry Schneider, 

Jane Wanke, Pat Crowder, Pete Almquist, Cindy Reeh or 

Libye Nuernberg.  Please prayerfully consider in     

engaging in this wonderful discipleship opportunity! 

You can also contact the church office if you have     

any questions. 



 

 

 

Bulverde/Spring Branch Pregnancy Care Center Wish List 

 

As we start to get into the holiday season, please keep the BSBPCC in your prayers and while 

you’re out shopping, please consider picking up a few items listed below.  They can be left in the 

bassinet located in the narthex area.  All help is greatly appreciated for this wonderful new      

ministry located in our area.  Contact Lynn Rosenfeld if you have any questions at               

lrosenfeld@gvtc.com. 

 

DIAPER BAG DRIVE 

Diaper Bag (filled with): 
Baby Wipes 
2 Baby Bottles 
Burp Cloths 
Plastic Fork & Spoon Set 
Baby Brush & Comb Set 
Baby Lotion 
Baby Shampoo 
Baby Wash 
Baby Towel & Wash Cloth 
Baby Teething Toy 
Digital Thermometer 
Diapers size NB & 1 
  

DIAPER DRIVE: 
Diapers size 1-6 
Baby wipes 
  
BABY BASKET WISH LIST: 
Infant Toys 
Diaper Bags 
Diaper Wipes 
New Crib Sheets 
Bibs/Burp Cloths 
Bath Wash/Lotion 
Digital Thermometers 
Diapers Size NB-Size 6 
Bath Towels/Wash Cloths 
New Socks, Hats, Booties, Shoes 
New or Gently Used Infant Clothing Size Preemie-12 months 
  
MATERNITY BASKET WISH LIST 
Chapstick 
Preggie Pops 
Body/Hand Lotion 
Baby Naming Book 
Stretch Mark Cream 
New Socks/Slippers 
New or Gently Used Maternity PJs &  Clothing 
  



 

 

 Prayer        
 Warriors 

We love to know your praises and continued concerns. The prayer warriors are in continuous prayer for all!   Please contact Lucy Walker or the 

church office for your prayer requests:  lwalkerblui@gvtc.com or stpaulbt@gvtc.com. 

 

Prayer Warriors:  Pastor  Harder , Pastor  Ofsdahl, Lucy Walker , Cindy ’Boo’ Peek, Lynn Rosenfeld, Sharon Knibbe, Dagi Fischer , Stella Ross, 

Gloria Krueger, Marjorie Rothchild, Connie Osborn and Janice Walker. 

...are continually praying for you according to 
God’s will in all circumstances through Jesus 

Christ.                                                                            

In our Prayers… 

Sherra McCellan 

Marion Hull 

Kenneth & Sheila Robinson 

Bob Munyon 

James McNeill 

Wally Schroeder 

Mary Ann Carter 

Donny Tinsley 

Clay Peek & Family 

Stephanie Faulk 

Bob Winship 

Derrick Gibson 

Robert Ryan 

Jordan Campbell 

Gladys Page 

Tiny English 

Rachel George 

Channel Williams 

Chris Kimmell 

Marsha Mudge 

Jerry Barnes 

Mark & Debra Harder 

Helmut Kleve 

Shirley Remmert  

Ruth Lytle 

Grace Kaeppel 

Jimmy Cox 

Jean Miller 

Debra Saur & Family   

Lauren & Spencer Wilson  

Mission Mexico                

International 

Hands of Mercy, Guatemala 

Center for Children Los 

Ninos 

Michael Unit & The Chapel 

of Hope Prayer Team  

 

The Greatest Gift 
 
Christmas is quickly approaching. One word seems to stand out during this time. The word “gift.” 
With all the giving and receiving that happens at Christmas, it is important to first think about God’s gift to us. 
 
That gift, of course, was His Son, Jesus Christ, and the salvation He offers to all humanity. 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.” 
The greatest gift possible...eternal life. 
 
It is impossible to give a gift that compares with the magnitude of His gift to us. 
Yet, we often place a high priority (and, a large price tag) on the gifts we give our friends and loved ones. 
For some people a simple gift just doesn’t cut it. They seem to have everything and nothing in the shopping mall catches our 
eye. 
 
I have a suggestion. It is a gift that has great value, but no price tag. It fits all sizes, all ages and any personality and it works 
every time. 
The ideal gift is...yourself. 
That’s right. Consider giving some of yourself away during this Christmas season. 
Give an hour of your time to someone who needs you. 
Give a note of encouragement to someone feeling down. 
Give a hug of affirmation to someone in your family. 
Give some time to someone who is lonely. 
Give a meal to someone who is sick. 
Give a word of compassion to someone who has suffered a loss. 
Give a second chance to the fallen. 
Give an act of thoughtfulness to someone who is often overlooked. 
Give a gentle and patient response instead of a quick judgmental response. 
Give forgiveness to someone who has offended or hurt you. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4 “Love is patient, love is kind.”   
Adapted from articles by Chuck Swindoll 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School News 

Sunday School meets from 9:40am-10:35am in the 

CFC for children 2 years-6th grade. All children who 

participate in  Sunday  School need to have a new 

Basic Information Form on file. These forms are      

updated every year. 

12/4 & 12/11: Sunday School Christmas Program 

Rehearsal 

12/18: Sunday School Christmas Program during 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30am 

12/25 & 1/1: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

1/8: Sunday School Resumes  

 

Wreaths Across America Family Mission Project 

All families are invited to join us on Saturday,                    

December 17 at 10:30am at Fort Sam Houston        

National Cemetery, as we join other community 

members in placing wreaths on the headstones in 

honor of the military families. We will meet at the 

back of the cemetery, lay wreaths for about an hour 

and then meet together for sack lunches. RSVP to 

Meredith by Sunday, December 11 to  reserve your 

sack lunch. Be sure to wear shoes you can walk in  

   comfortably and dress to be outside.  

Check out more info about the organization we will be serving with at: 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 

REMEMBER our fallen U.S. veterans, HONOR those who serve, TEACH your 

children the value of freedom. 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them 

on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 

road, when you lie down and when you get up.” -Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

St. Paul Children’s Ministry 

Tools for Bringing Faith Home: 

 

 

 

 

Each month, we share a tool that you 

can use to help incorporate faith into 

your everyday activities. 

Advent is upon us and what better 

way to prepare for the birth of Christ 

then using a family advent devotion 

each day. We have two options for 

Advent Devotions for your family this 

month.  

#1. Focus on the Family provides a 

free download to their “All the              

Colors of Christmas” Advent                        

Devotion book. Go to: http://

www.focusonthefamily.com/

parenting/holidays/advent-calendars/

all-the-colors-of-christmas-advent-

calendar to download and print it.  

#2. “Let’s Go See the Savior”                 

Advent Devotion Books for Children 

and Families are available                 

beginning November 27, at the       

Sunday School Table in the CFC until 

we run out.  

We pray that these tools will help your 

family prepare their hears for         

Christmas. 

If you have questions or would like more information about any of our Children’s Ministry Activities, contact Meredith Ehler at 

stpaulkids@gvtc.com or 830-980-2813. 

December 2016 

All Sunday School Students and  children 

who  regularly  participate in Children’s 

Ministry Activities need to have Basic       

Information Forms turned in ASAP! 

Children’s Choir 

The Melodic Minions 

will meet on        

Wednesday, 12/7 from 

6:00pm-7:00pm. Dinner 

will be provided. The 

song we learn we will 

sing at the Sunday 

School Christmas      

Program on Sunday, 

12/18. This choir is 

open for kids                 

4 years-5th grade! 

Hope you can join us! 



 

 

 

                 YOUTH PRAISE BAND  

The Youth Band will be leading 3 songs at the Youth 

Christmas Program on Sunday, December 18.  

We will practice these songs on 12/4 and 12/11 during 

Christmas Program rehearsal times in the CFC. 

  Merry Christ-mas 

     Christmas Program  

There will be no regular Sunday school classes during 

the month of December due to the Sunday school 

youth Christmas program rehearsals. 

December 4   —   Christmas Program Rehearsal 

December 11 — Christmas Program Rehearsal 

December 18 — Christmas Program at 9:30am 

December 25 — Christmas Break 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, good will toward men. 
If you ever have questions, or for 

some reason are not receiving 

youth e-mails regarding events, 

let Andy Cave know. Call the 

church office to get in touch with 

him or send him an e-mail at 

stpaulyouth612@gvtc.com 

                    Confirmation  

Confirmation takes place from 9:40-10:35am in 

the Sanctuary on the following Sunday. 

December 4 — “ Lesson 7: Lutheran Doctrine” 

             Service Project 

Sunday, December 4: We will be singing 

Christmas songs to and socializing with the  

residents at the Landing in Stone Oak. Lunch 

will be provided to the youth after church and 

we will be at the facility from 1:00-2:00pm. 

Transportation will be provided for youth. 

Wreaths Across America Family Mission Project 

All families are invited to join us on Saturday, December 17 at 

10:30am at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, as we join 

other community members in placing wreaths on the     

headstones in honor of the military families. We will meet at 

the back of the cemetery, lay wreaths for about an hour and 

then meet together for sack lunches. RSVP to Meredith or 

Andy by Sunday, December 11 to  reserve your sack lunch. 

Be sure to wear shoes you can walk in comfortably and dress 

to be outside.  

              Christmas Progressive Dinner  

This event will take place on Sunday, December 

18 from 5:00-8:00pm. It will start at the James 

house, progress to the VonBuettner’s house,  

and end at the Kaysa’s house. This night will be 

filled with short devotionals, food, and all sorts 

of holiday spirited fun! More details to come 

closer to the date. RSVP to Andy Cave by       

Sunday, December 11 if your child is attending. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is hard to believe the Christmas Season is upon us.  The kids have already been practicing their songs for the Christmas program.  
This is an amazing way to bring glory to God, children singing his praises.  They have such precious, beautiful voices!!  Our Christmas 
performance this year will be Thursday December 15th at 9:30 a.m. in the CFC. 
 
The December calendar starts out with CDS hosting a Parent Day Out on Saturday December 3rd for children ages 2 months through 
12 years old.  It is from 1-6 p.m. and pizza is included.  We will be playing games and doing crafts with the kiddos as well.  The cost is 
$25 for the first child, $20 for the second child, up to a family maximum of $50.  Please be sure to register your children by Friday 
December 2nd so we can have enough food available.  You can register on a sign-up form available in the school, by contacting the 
CDS office at 830-980-6771 or by Emailing stpaulcds@gvtc.com.   Registration is capped at 30 kids due to the number of teachers we 
have available.  If any youth would like to help we would love to have you join us.  Parents, it is a great time to go Christmas        
shopping or grab a movie with your significant other.  Tell your friends and neighbors!! 
 
Magik Theater will be performing Christmas Mouse for us on Monday December 5th.  They always put on such a wonderful             
performance for our kiddos, we look forward to them coming each time. 
 
We also have a couple smaller fundraisers this month that will hopefully be things you were going to purchase anyway or that would 
offer something of use.  We are selling Delicious Tamales at $12 per dozen for pork, jalapeno pork, bean, and/or jalapeno bean.  The 
last day to order is Monday December 5th and you can order from one of our families that is a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church or 
you can call the school office to place your order at 830-980-6771, flavors must be ordered by the dozen.  The tamales will be in the 
CFC for pickup on Tuesday December 13th and Wednesday December 14th from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Just in time for Christmas! 
 
The other fundraiser we are holding will be an evening at Chicken Express (located on State Hwy 46 west of HEB in Spring Branch) on 
Thursday December 15th from 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Chicken Express has generously offered to donate a portion of all proceeds 
that evening.  You do not need to bring a flyer, all sales will be applied, however they would be grateful if you could mention St. Paul 
CDS so they have an idea of who came out on our behalf.  We would also be very grateful.  So, if you are out and about at a        
Christmas program or Christmas shopping or you just don’t want to worry about dinner, stop in to Chicken Express in Spring Branch 
and support St. Paul CDS.  Thank you!! 
 
Everyone at CDS wishes all of you at St. Paul Lutheran Church a very Merry Christmas.  We will be bringing our joyous voices back to 
the CFC on Wednesday January 4th. 
 
On a separate note, we still have space available in several of our classrooms.  If you know of anyone who would be interested, 
please be sure to have them call the school to schedule a tour.  Both 2 day and 4 day slots are available.  Our hours of operation are 
Monday-Thursday 9:00am to 2:00pm.  
 
Parents wishing to enroll their child(ren) are encouraged to call 830-980-6771 to set up a tour of the facility or to register your child.  
Thank you for considering St. Paul Lutheran Christian Day School for your child’s early childhood education! 
 
Blessings, 

Ms. Sandy 

 

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it."                

Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) 
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Update on Thanksgiving 

Baskets 2016 

THANK YOU for your generous donations 

of canned goods, laundry baskets, and money 

for the Thanksgiving Baskets ministry this 

year.  We also received 15 bags of groceries 

through Thrivent Financial’s program of      

support for area Lutheran churches.  We gave 

away baskets/bags of food, hams and turkeys, 

as well as $20.00 gift cards to purchase other 

perishables.  In all we provided overflowing 

Thanksgiving Baskets to 16 families with 

school aged children (34 adults and 49         

children). With God’s blessings and your 

generosity many families are enjoying a    

happier Thanksgiving this year, with enough 

food to last for days/weeks after the holiday.  

We also gifted 19 SPLC Senior Disciples with holiday treats to show our appreciation for their years of service to our 

church family.   

Many thanks to Johnny and Karen Mutz for their wonderful energy and skills in managing this ministry; all the        

volunteers who shopped for food; carried heavy loads, sorted, packed and delivered baskets to the school and to 

homes; Sherry Schneider for repeatedly “getting out the word”; and to our special “bowmaker”, Janell Wolfe.  May 

God bless you for your service to others! 

 

Evelyn Gurganus 

 

 

 

WOW is inviting the St. Paul congregation to prayerfully consider            
participating in the following outreach effort. 
 
We are asking for donations of 3-5 dozen cookies to be dropped off 
before the one church service on Sunday, December 18th.  After 
church we will provide a quick lunch for those wanting to stay and help 
put together cookie care packages.  These will be delivered to some of 
our elders, shut-ins, first responders and retirement homes where some 
of our disciples reside.  Delivery of the cookie care packages will take 
place on Monday, December 19th during the day and evening.  We 
are planning to go caroling at some of the delivery locations.  
  

Please watch your Sunday bulletins for further details on this worthwhile outreach event. 

 

 

   
    

  



 

 

Announcements 

 

In December, we will meet on Thursday, December 15 for 

dinner at Tejas Rodeo. We’ll meet at 6:30 PM and spouses  

are invited to attend!   If you are interested in attending, 

please contact Randy Fischer at rfischer@gvtc.com or by 

phone at 830-438-7741. 

BUNCO NIGHT was a huge         
success!   We had 16 attend.  A 
special  Thank  You to Carol Davis 

for hosting! Upcoming Events 
for Women of the Word—3rd 
Monday  at 6:30pm. Bring a 
friend and a dish to share! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 16—Praise and Painting. Join us for a 
night of devotion and paint a picture to take home    

with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Michelle Smith and all those who were 
hostesses and helped with Advent By Candlelight. It was 

a beautiful evening! 

We have 4”x4” reflective decals to put on 

your car or truck rear  window.  It lets people 

see you are a proud disciple of  St. Paul.  

Each decal is $5.00.  Two of those dollars 

will go toward our building fund.  So, pick 

up your decal today and advertise a great 

church, St. Paul Lutheran Church of           

Bulverde. 

Our December gathering will be 
shared this year with Marian Hull who 
has moved to Brookdale Castle Hills 
Senior Living, an assistant living        
facility. Marian was a faithful book 
club reader, but after falling ill and her 

husband of 60 years died, she has had to move. So the Red 
Roof Readers will be visiting with her at her new residence 
on book club night of December 12th. We will discuss our 
December book, The Christmas Box, by Richard Paul Evans. 
After sharing our thoughts on this book, we will see the 
Hallmark movie based on this book. We are looking forward 
to seeing our friend and bringing good cheer! 
 
If you would like to join us, please call Lucy Walker at        
830-885-3939 or email, lwalkerbluei@gvtc.com and come 
along with us. We would love to have you! 

"HANDS ON" MISSION TRIP TO HANDS OF MERCY 
JALAPA, GUATEMALA 

 
Please prayerful consider joining us the week of February 
4th-11th as we roll up our sleeves to help cleanup and     
upgrade the safe house for the children. There will be an 
informational meeting on Thursday, December 8th at 7:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please attend the meeting if you 
are planning to go on the mission trip or are still               
considering being a part of this mission trip.   

When the Lord opens the windows of heaven 
to bless, he really does. Hallelujah, thank you      
Jesus. Thank you to Pastor Lee, Karen, Sherry, 
Lynn, Denny, Boo, Sharon, Lucy and so many, 
many more for the love, support and help you 

sent my way.  Give thanks with a grateful heart that song is       
dancing around my heart. I feel so loved by the Red Roof Church. 

May the Lord give a double portion back to you. Bless you all.  
With Love in Christ Jesus always, Your Sister, Dagi Fischer 

Christmas Angel Gift Return 
Thank you to those members of 
our congregation who took the 
Christmas Angel requests            
supporting Upbring Texas for foster 
care children in the San Antonio 
area. The gifts are to be returned no later than December 11. 
Please remember that the gifts are not to be wrapped, simply put 
them in a bag or gift bag with the gift angel tag visible. 
Your generosity to help provide a Merry Christmas to a less        
fortunate child is an example of Jesus' love! 

mailto:lwalkerbluei@gvtc.com


 

 

  Announcements 

Ladies Bunco Life Group at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church invites all members and subs to join us      

for our  

December Potluck & Gift Exchange on       
Wednesday, December 7, from noon to 2pm in 

the church Fellowship Hall.  

Please bring a potluck dish to share and remember 
your $5.00 charitable donation. We will be having 

our annual gift exchange instead of playing      
Bunco, so please bring a new or gently used 
wrapped item worth approximately $10.00. 

 
 Hope you can join us for this Christmas               

celebration & time of fellowship. 
Blessings, Judi Sims 

 
We also need volunteers to help with the            
following: 

Devotional -  

Decorations -  

Cups -  

Drinks -  

Utensils -  

Dessert Plates &      
Beverage Napkins -  

Dinner Plates &      
Napkins – Judi Sims 

TIRED AND RETIRED BUNCH 

Tired and Retired will be combining their 
November and December meetings into 
one holiday meeting on Wednesday,     
December 14 at 10:00am.  At the 
meeting they  will play games, have           
potluck and then exchange a $5 or less 
White Elephant gift.  
Make plans to attend! 
 

Our Thursday Bible Study classes 

will take a break for the Christmas 

season.  There will be no classes        

during December.  Our classes will     

resume on the Book of Romans on 

January 5th at their regular times; 8:00am, 10:00am and 

6:30pm.  Make a resolution to engage in regular Bible study 

in this new year. 

Bible Breakfast Bunch will not 
meet again until 2017.  Watch 
the Epistle for the next meeting 
date.  Thanks! 

On Sunday, December 11,  we will be      
collecting non-perishable food items and 

monetary donations for our local food 
bank, Provisions. Please remember to use 
the orange bordered envelopes and write 
“Provisions” in the memo section of your     

checks. Also, write Provisions on the        
envelopes if you give cash. Thank you! 

Friendly reminder...There are 
several items that have been 
checked out of the library that 
are now several months overdue. 
If you have anything that needs 
to be returned, please drop them 
off at the library asap. Thanks! 

Our mission focus for Sunday,         
December 18, will be the LCMC       
Texas District Missions. Orange      
bordered envelopes will be provided 

for your contribution. Please make the check payable to “St. 
Paul Lutheran Church” and write “LCMC Texas District         
Missions” in the memo line. 

I had a wonderful 88th birthday. Thank you St. 
Paul members for all the beautiful birthday 
cards. God bless you. 

Irene Scholz 

Snack Bags...In December, you can pick up                  
prepackaged bags that can be handed out to homeless 
people on the street corner. You can roll your window 
down and help out a person in need this holiday season. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi40cSk4NPQAhXs7IMKHdRTCK8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Famazinggracelutheranpaducah.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNEjDwAdzny8HVtH2ydF_spzJyQiMA&ust=1480707724744504


 

 

     

Discipleship 
Commitments             
    

Love God! Love Others! Serve All! 

 December 4 December 11 December 18 December 24 December 25 

Ushers                
8:30 

Bob & Kathy Bowie Bob & Kathy Bowie Bob & Kathy Bowie Bob & Kathy Bowie 
Bob & Kathy 

Bowie 

Ushers               
10:45 

     

Communion      
Assistants                 

8:30 

Alan & Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan & Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan & Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan & Kim 
Wentrcek 

Alan & Kim 
Wentrcek 

Communion  

Assistants                 
10:45 

Jim & Lucy Walker 

Will Laubach 

Jim & Lucy Walker 

Will Laubach 

Jim & Lucy Walker 

Will Laubach 

Jim & Lucy Walker 

Will Laubach 

Jim & Lucy 
Walker 

Will Laubach 

Fellowship  Jim & Bobbi Vantine     

Worship              
Assistant              

8:30 
David Ross Sharon Knibbe 

Sunday School      

Program 

Larry Bodoczy     
5pm 

Judy Wemmert 
10pm 

David Ross 

Altar Guild                
8:30 

Lance & Carol    
Robalin 

Lance & Carol    
Robalin 

Lance & Carol    
Robalin 

Lance & Carol    
Robalin 

Lance & Carol    
Robalin 

Altar Guild                  
10:45 

Chuck & Cindy 

Reeh 

Chuck & Cindy 

Reeh 

Chuck & Cindy 

Reeh 

Chuck & Cindy 

Reeh 

Chuck & Cindy 
Reeh 

Altar Flowers 
Denny & Lynn 

Rosenfeld 

Steve & Sherry 

Schneider 

Keith & Karen      

Williams 
  

 



 

 

     December Anniversaries 

7    George & Edwina Whitehead     

17 Jere & Bonnie Kimmell 

18 Jack & Minni Labo 

      Keith & Karen Williams 

21 William & Liz Flessner 

       Russ & Darlene Griffith 

22 Jeff & Rachel Smith 

23  Jack & Carol Davis 

28 Darren & Shelly Schultz 

31  Mike & Nita Scott 

        

    

    

    

    

   

                December Birthdays 

 
1 Kade Armke  21  Dagi Fischer 

      Quinten Bodoczy                  Sharon Knibbe 

      Gerald Larsen                   Gloria Krueger 

      David McClellan  22  Michelle Smith 

      Brent Robertson  23  Robert Marburger 

4    Emma Cox        24  Dylan James 

5    Nathan Rawe           Larry Matthys 

6    Carol Stahman             25  Tom Wemmert                                            

7    Lucille Page  26  Dusty Gass 

      Trey Sims   27  Derek Johnson 

8    Cindy Bridgewater       Claire Kaiser 

      Johnny Mutz   29  Judy Curran 

10  Tammy DuBois  31  Carol Abbott 

       Russ Griffith         D’Ann Krause 

       Harlen Henryson        Babbie Migl 

       Traci Page         Cory Stidhem 

       Lucy Walker 

11 Elin Kaiser 

      Ryne Kaiser 

      Kathy Krueger 

      Kyle Schneider 

12  Don Bragg 

      Jennie Scott 

13  Glenn Herman 

14  Larry Bodoczy 

      Janice Timberlake 

15  Chad Irving 

      Mateas Scheff  

16  Tristian Chapman 

18  Leona Prochnow 

19  Rebecca Harrell 

      Brian Meuth 

20  Elaine Been 

      Bailey Kaysa 

      Nancy Trappe 

21 Jacob Cox 

       

      

 

      

 

      

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

1 CDS 9am-2pm 

Mom’s Bible 
Study 9:10-
10:00am               
Choir Practice 
6:15pm         
Praise Team 
7:30pm      

  

2 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am   
 

3  CDS Parents 

Day Out 
12:30-6:30pm 

5 CDS 9am-2pm   

 
Last day to order 
Delicious Tamales 
from CDS 

6 Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00am 
CDS 9-2pm 
CDS Chapel 9:30am 
Staff Mtg. 10:30am 
 
 
   
 
 

7 CDS 9am-2pm   

Threads of Love 
9:00am-1:00pm 
BUNCO 12-2pm 
WOW Planning  
Meeting 4:30pm 
Melodic Min-
ions Dinner & 
Practice 5:30-
6:30pm 
Advent Service 
7pm 

8 CDS 9am-2pm 

Mom’s Bible 
Study 9:10-
10:00am               
Choir Practice 
6:15pm  
“Hands-On” 
Mission Team 
Mtg. 7pm 
Praise Team 
7:30pm      

9 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am   
 

 

10  Living 

Christmas   
Setup-9am 
Drive through 
6:30-10:00pm 

 

      

12 CDS 9am-2pm 

Banner Committee 
9:30am  
Gospel Band 
4:30pm        
Red Roof Readers 
6:00pm                 
 
       

13 Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00am 

CDS 9am-2pm  
CDS Chapel 9:30am 
Staff Mtg. 10:30am 
Prayer Shawls 1pm 
Council 5:30pm     
 
 
 

14 CDS 9am-

2pm 
CDS Chapel 
9:30am  
Threads of  Love 
10:00am-2:00pm 
Tired & Retired 
10am-2pm 
Advent Service 
7pm 

15 CDS 9am-

12pm (early re-
lease day)   
CDS Christmas 
Program 9:30am              
Choir Practice 
6:15pm   
Men’s Life Dinner 
@ Tejas Rodeo 
6:30pm      
CFC Rental 6-8pm          

16 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group   
8:30-10:30am 
 
 

17 Vandergriff-

Boyet            
Wedding and 
Reception in 
the Sanctuary 
and Fellowship 
Hall 

19 Prayer Warriors 

9:30am        
WOW Cookie drop 
off and caroling-all 
day     

 

20 Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00am 

Deadline for the 
January Epistle & 
Annual Report 

21 Evangelism 

Meeting 6pm 

22 Choir            

practice 6:15pm 
Praise Team 
Practice 7:30pm 

23 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am 
Church office 
closes at noon. 
 
 

24  Family 

Nativity Service 
5pm in the CFC 
Candlelight 
Service 10pm in 
the Sanctuary  

26   Church office 

closed. 
 
 
 
 

27 Church office 

closes at noon. 

28 Church office 

closes at noon.    

29 Church office 

closes at noon. 
 
All contributions 
for 2016 need to 
be in the church 
office by noon 
today. 

30 Bulverde    

Networking 
Group              
8:30-10:30am  
Church office 
closes at noon. 

31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.redroofschool.com 
 

CDS will be closed from 
Dec.19-Jan. 3 

4 Traditional Worship 8:30am  

Confirmation, ACE & Sunday 
School rehearsal 9:40-10:35am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am   
Basketball (CFC) 4-6pm 
            

11 Traditional Worship 8:30am   

ACE & Sunday School rehearsal 
9:40-10:35am 
Contemporary Worship 
10:45am 
VBS Meeting 12:00pm 
Basketball Practice 4-6pm in CFC 

Dinner & Devotion at the       
Harders 6:30pm 
 

18 One Worship Service for the 

Sunday School Christmas       
Program in the CFC 9:30am     
WOW Cookie Exchange Prep & 
Lunch 11:30am 
Youth Progressive                       
Dinner 5:30-8:30pm 
 

25  Worship Service 9:30am in 

the Sanctuary 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Color Key: 

Education     Ministry     Evangelism     Stewardship     Fellowship    Worship 

ALL EVENTS AND MEETINGS at the church must be scheduled through the church office.  This helps to prevent groups from meeting at 

the same time and location.  Please call Sherry Schneider at 830-980-2813 or email at stpaulbt@gvtc.com for more information. 


